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2020-2021 

“Choose Optimism!” 
 

Bill Cherolis, Governor 
 

Beverly Oehrle, Immediate Past 
Governor 

 

Mike Novak, Past Governor 
 

Mike Novak, Governor Elect 
 

Rick France, Secretary-Treasurer 
 

Lt. Governors 
 Zone 1- Jerry Lyons, Sunrise Club 
 Zone 2- Jerry Lyons, Sunrise Club 
 Zone 3- Rusty Diemer, Plainfield Club 
 Zone 4- Mark Wilson, Ryves Community 
 Zone 5-  
 Zone 6- Kent Reyling, Jasper 

 Zone 7- Rich Hawley, Evansville Downtown Club  

Attention:  
Committee Chairs & Lt 
Governors 
The deadline for submitting 
articles for the next District 

Bulletin is October 4, 
2021.  Send your articles to 
p_grant@fastmail.fm if you have 
e-mail.  If you prefer, send it 
snail-mail: 770 N County Road 
625 E, Avon, IN  46123. 

DON’T FORGET! 
 
 

A message from Bill, your 2020-2021 
Indiana South District Governor 

    

Greetings to all Indiana South District Optimists 
 

Choose Optimism!    Happiness!  
 
We are slowly getting to the end of the COVID thing.  Several 
clubs have resumed in-person meetings with proper 
precautions.  I hope that most all of you have gotten your 
vaccination.  The light at the end of the tunnel is in sight.  In 
these times, it is important to Choose Optimism and share 
our Optimism with those around us. 

We had a great 3rd Quarter District Conference in 
Bloomington on April 24th.  We Rallied for Optimism.  It was 
great to get together again and see everyone.  Zoom was OK 
but it is just not the same as in-person.  Our District Essay 
and Oratorical winners were there with their parents.  What 
an impressive group of kids.  I hope that next year we can 
have more clubs participate in these two programs. 

Our 35th ISD Annual Convention is in Edinburgh on August 
13th.  We will install our District officers and have some 
great training planned.  I’d like to see you there. 

• A two-day meeting Friday, August 13, and Saturday, 
August 14, 2021.  No Sunday activities. 

• Health precautions: Face covering is expected per 
Indiana’s guidelines.  Anyone with a fever that day or who 
has been in contact with anyone showing symptoms within 
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    Message from Governor-Elect Mike: 
Hello Fellow Optimists, 
It was great to see many of you in Bloomington at the 3rd Quarter District Conference in April.  We had a 
wonderful time catching up and recognizing our Essay and Oratorical Winners.  This past year and a half 
have been incredibly challenging for many of us personally, as well as the impact it has had on our Optimist 
clubs and District functions.  I pray that we are turning the corner in a positive direction and can get back to 
normal.  It is our time!  Our communities need us and Optimism more than ever before.  We need to be that 
organization that leads the way out of this pandemic and provide opportunities for our kids.  They need us, 
and we need to deliver!  As we approach the home stretch for Governor Bill’s year, let us all try to join as 
Optimists at the District Convention in Edinburgh and have a great time together. 

2020-2021 Indiana South District Meetings 
   

August 13-14, 2021, Hilton Garden Inn, Edinburgh 
 

You hold a priceless gift in your hands.  Find it in your 
heart to give that gift away.  Invite that friend to join 
your Optimist Club.  Extend that invitation.  Like a 
smile, it is hard to give away, for as you part with the 
invitation you gain another fellow Optimist.  If you 
look carefully, you will find that you still have an 
invitation for the next friend. 
 

the 48 hours prior to August 13th is asked not to attend.  (Based on current guidelines at time of registration 
distribution.) 

• Group Hotel rates are arranged for anyone wishing to arrive Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  The deadline 
for the group 

rate is July 13th.  Group rate may be available after that date subject to hotel accommodations. 

• No outside food is permitted in the conference rooms.  Meals will be catered through the hotel.  Choose 
Optimism! 

                    Gov Bill 
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Clubs:  Get your Club Officer Election 
Report filed with Optimist International 
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Honor Clubs are stronger Clubs. 
 
Believe it or not, the end of the Optimist year is almost here.  This is a good time for all Clubs to 
set their sights on the end-of-year goal of becoming an Honor Club.  Becoming an Honor Club 
helps your Club to remain strong, which will allow you to offer more services to children in your 
community.  This distinction shows that you, as Club Officers, left your Club in a better place than 
when you took it over.  
 
This form will help you track the steps toward becoming an Honor Club. There’s still time to go 
for it!  
 
You can also log in to our website to access a report on your Club’s progress in building 
membership. 
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Leading in Times of Uncertainty 
 
 
As we navigate through this pandemic people look for leadership and for answers.  They seek guidance and direction 
because there is so much UNCERTAINTY.  This uncertainty takes us out of our AUTO-pilot mode, makes us feel out of 
control, no longer comfortable with surrounding conditions.  Some days it feels like we could be in crisis.  
 
One good thing that comes from crisis is that it can bring out the best in us.  We want to provide security, offer guidance, 
demonstrate understanding, and show that we care.  We want to help, offer hope, and provide answers.  We want to help 
people see the problem and to get to a solution.  There are hidden opportunities for each of us to use our leadership skills 
and talents.  Do not miss these opportunities.  Take care of your people, in your organizations, your church, your clubs, 
your clients, your family (those near and far), and most of all, take care of yourself.  You cannot look after others if you 
are not healthy.  Here are things YOU can do in the coming days that can make a difference as you reach out to others.   
 
 1. Talk Health, happiness, and prosperity to every person you meet.  
Offer continual help.  Reality is what it is, but HOPE and FAITH keeps people going. 
 
2. To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.  
Extend grace and compassion.  When someone tells you of his/her troubles, be empathetic.  Offer the comment, “I know 
how you feel,” or “I understand.”  Offer thoughtfulness.  During conversation, listen, not only with your ears but with your 
heart.  Ask good questions, go back to a specific point, and make an encouraging or positive comment about it.  
 
 3. Be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
   Be patient, CALM., and encouraging.   Your ability to remain calm can set people at ease.  Logical thinking in stressful 
situations is vital.  Your smile and presence can make an impact on others. 
 
 4. Think only the best, work only for the best, and expect only the best. 
Encourage others to prepare and plan.  Each person’s situation is different.  We should all HOPE for the BEST, but we 
prepare for the worst.  Good preparation can make a difference in the end!  Encourage others to never give up HOPE and 
to plan and prepare.  Encourage and support the efforts of others. 
 
 5. To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best. 
Have TRUST in the future!  Teach people how to trust.  Appreciate the small WINS and trust more WINS will come.  
Watch for those small instances that can be called WINS.  When they start accumulating, they turn into bigger WINS! 
 
Start each day expecting successes throughout your day!  It is amazing how a positive attitude can turn uncertainty into a 
day of direction and purpose! 

Mark your calendar  
 
from Ralph Purkhiser, Springs Valley Optimist Club 
 
Wheelin' in the Fish:  Sept.18 at Osborn Ramp at Patoka Lake.  This 
is for people of all ages with all types of disabilities, their families, and 
caregivers.  Lunch is served and all the fishing equipment is available.   
This is sponsored by the Springs Valley Optimist Club, the Southern 
Indiana Center for Independent Living, Patoka Bass Masters and 
IDNR Patoka Lake. 
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New Member Success Plan 
 
There are three things you can do to ensure your new member does not resign for “lack of interest”. 
      
1.  BUDDY-UP  Invite them to attend club meetings, share rides, introduce them to other Optimists 
          who may share their interests, sit with different groups of people ( not the regular clic),   
          encourage them to share Optimism with “Optimistic Opportunities”, help them feel welcome 
          and a part of the club, ask them to help with projects or tasks, no matter how small.  
 
2.  Introduce the member to the PGI program (Personal Growth and Involvement).  This is a Passport 
          Booklet with activities that encourage participation.  For each level completed, they receive a  
          special backing for their Optimist pin.  The booklet can be obtained by contacting Paula Reyling 
          of the Jasper Club, 812 663 7176. 

 
 
3.  Assist the member in earning the Rookie Rock Star Award.  This can be earned ONLY in the first 
          twelve months of membership.  They receive a special Optimist pin upon completion.  
                a. Serve on a Club Committee 
                b. Work on a Service Project 
                c. Sponsor a New Member 
                d. Attend one of the following: 
                           District meeting 
                           Regional Summit 
                           Optimist International Convention 
 
Rookie Rock Star Form: Club President needs to fill out to document activities: This can be found at Optimist.org -
member resources -forms, documents, and publications -documents -club, district, member recognition. 
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How to Register for Members 

 

How to Register for Officers 

 

 
 

 

 
  

BIG NEWS! 
You Can Now Use the LMS, Plus Free Access for 

Club Officers 
  

  

Dear Optimist International Leader, 
 
The launch of the new Learning Management System was a big step forward for Optimist 
International to improve the way we provide training materials to Clubs.  In the weeks since 
the launch, we have shared your comments with President Adrian Elcock.  He wants you 
to know that we appreciate your positive response.  Based on your feedback we have re-
iMagined our roll-out plan. 
 
Many Clubs shared that they would prefer individual accounts rather than a shared Club 
account.  We are now giving each Club four FREE licenses to the system.  These licenses 
are reserved for the Club President, Club President-Elect, Club Secretary Treasurer, and 
Club Foundation Representative (this will be updated every year for the new person in each 
role).  When your Club signs up for the new license, we will remove permission for the 
current generic Club account. 
In addition, we are pleased to announce we will also offer all Optimist members a chance 
to purchase a license for $6 USD per year per member.  If your Club would like to pay for 
members, please contact michelle.turner@optimist.org.  
 
With everyone having the opportunity to be in the system, we will be able to track each 
member’s progress as they complete courses.  Past officers will have the option to renew 
their account each year for the same fee. 
 
Please see the attached documents with instructions on how to log in for the free 
membership and how members can register.  Please note that promo codes are located at 
the bottom. 
 
Thank you, 
Michelle Turner 
LMS Administrator 
michelle.turner@optimist.org 

 

 

Learning Management System now available for OI members 
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Members Can Now Join At-Large! 
 
Do you know someone who wants to join an Optimist Club, but cannot find one nearby?  
Past President Adrian Elcock announced at 2020 Virtual Convention a new membership 
category: Member-at-Large.  
 
This category is ideal for those who live in locations where there is no Club available and 
are not able to commit to starting one on their own.  This does not replace the Friend of 
Optimist category, which is available to those who want to support OI, but do not want to 
make the commitment to full membership. 
 
Information on how to join as a member-at-large will be available soon. 

   
 

  

 



The Southern Exposure 14 
 

 
 

  



The Southern Exposure 15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 

         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   

The Southern Exposure is published for all Optimists 
located in the Indiana South District, Optimist 
International.  The editor is Paul R. Grant, 770 N County 
Road 625 E, Avon, IN 46123.  Submissions may be sent 
to p_grant@fastmail.fm and are subject to extreme 
editing. 

Attention ALL Club Presidents 
Presidents of all Clubs in the District serve as members 
of the District Board of Directors.  Make sure to attend 
your Board meeting at every District Conference and at 
the Convention. 

Useful Web Links 
 

Optimist International Structure & Services: 
 http://www.optimistleaders.org/LeadershipInfo/ClubInfo/ClubAnswerBook/OI_Structure_&_Services.pdf 
 
Club Organizational Model: 
 http://www.optimistleaders.org/TeachingMaterials/OfficerTraining/Club_Organization_Model.pdf 
 
Optimist International Foundation: 

The Optimist International Foundation is a 501C3 organization whose purpose is to receive and manage funds exclusively 
for the charitable, literary or educational purposes of OI and its member clubs.  See website link:  
http://oifoundation.org/about-us/ 
 
Official Optimist International Supplier: Shumsky   www.OptimistStuff.com 

Update Member Information 
 
To ensure each Optimist Member is receiving important information from Optimist 
International, encourage each Member to update their contact information with a leader 
in your Club.  This includes addresses, email addresses and phone numbers.  Each leader 
(Club President, Secretary, and/or Treasurer) has a log-in for Optimist Leaders to update 
the Members’ information. 

 


