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2024-2025 

“Ripples of Change”   

Monica Wallace, Governor 

Walt Willms, Immediate Past Governor 
 

Greg Kuhn, Past Governor 
 

Jim Tribble, Governor Elect 
 

Kent Reyling, Secretary-Treasurer 
 

Lt. Governors 
 Zone 1- Glen Shay, Indy Bft 
 Zone 2- Greg Kuhn, Indy Bft 
 Zone 3- Darrel Paul. Avon 
 Zone 4- Mike Butts, Terre Haute Bft 
 Zone 5- Patti Scott, Jeff-Falls City 

 Zone 6- Ron Fuhrman, Santa Claus 
    Zone 7- Bill Cherolis, Santa Claus  

Attention:  
Committee Chairs & Lt Governors 

The deadline for submitting articles for 

the next District Bulletin is 

December 22, 2025.  Send your 

articles to p_grant@fastmail.fm if you 

have e-mail.  If you prefer, send it 

snail-mail: 770 N County Road 625 E, 

Avon, IN  46123. 

DON’T FORGET! 
 

Greetings all Indiana South District 

Optimists 

 

Ripples of Change: A New Chapter for 

the Indiana South District 

 

I am honored to serve as your Governor 

for the Indiana South District of Optimist 

International, and I cannot wait to meet 

each of our clubs and their members as we 

embark on this year together.   I come to 

this role grateful, humble, and eager to 

learn from you especially about your 

traditions, your strengths, and the unique 

ways you serve children and families in 

your communities. 

A bit about who I am and what guides me: 

I am a mother of three and a newly empty 

nester, now discovering a new rhythm of 

life that includes the joy of being a 

grandmother to one beautiful baby girl.    

 

Professionally, I work in the mental health 

field, which has deepened my passion for 

building resilience, fostering hope, and 

ensuring that every child knows they are 

seen and heard.   Service is not only part 

of my profession, but it’s part of my life.   

mailto:p_grant@fastmail.fm
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I volunteer in our community and strive to be a servant of God in all I do, seeking to lead 

with compassion, humility, and purpose. 

 

Our theme for the year is Ripples of Change.   The image of a single drop creating ripples 

across a pond reminds us that even the smallest act of kindness can spread far beyond our 

view.   That is the power of Optimism.   We may never grasp the full reach of our efforts, 

but we know that when we act with intention and love, lives are changed. 

 

This year, I hope to see each club do small things with great love with simple, meaningful 

acts that let children know they matter, that their voices count, and that they have our 

support to dream bigger than they thought possible.   Whether it’s a handwritten note of 

encouragement, a mentorship lunch, a literacy project, a mental wellness workshop, or a 

new partnership with a local school, these moments can become turning points in a young 

person’s life.   When a child feels seen and heard, they are more likely to believe in their 

abilities, ask for help when needed, and step into opportunities with confidence. 

 

As I travel through our district, my priority is to listen and to learn what’s working for 

your club, where you need support, and how we can connect resources and ideas across 

communities.   I want to celebrate your wins, lift up your leaders, and help remove 

obstacles where I can.   Our district is rich with talent and heart, and I believe our greatest 

strength lies in our willingness to collaborate and share. 

 

Thank you for the trust you’ve placed in me.  I look forward to visiting your meetings, 

shaking hands, listening to your stories, and standing alongside you as we serve.   

Together, and with God’s guidance, we will move forward with courage and 

compassion—one ripple at a time. 

 

Here’s to a year filled with small things done with great love, and to the countless ripples 

we will create together across the Indiana South District.    Looking forward to seeing 

everyone at our first conference in Plainfield, IN on November 8th where we will be 

combined with the Indiana North District members. 

 

Monica Wallace, Governor, Indiana South District, Optimist International  

Sad News 

 

Past Indiana South District Governor Sandi Holstein has passed away.  Sandi Holstein’s 

daughter (Tamara Sweeney) advised Paula on September 29 that Sandi passed.  She had 

been in hospice for a week and basically just never came out of it, but she died peacefully 

at 5:33 PM on 9-28-2025.   Sandi will be missed by all! 
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Indiana South District Indiana North District  

Joint 1st Quarter Conference Saturday, 

November 8, 2025   

Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center  

651 Vestal Rd.      Plainfield, IN 46168  

“Kids Up!” “Ripples of Change”  

This first quarter joint conference is being held at the Richard A. Carlucci Recreation & Aquatic Center at 651 Vestal Rd, 

Plainfield, IN. This affords us a centrally-located venue at no cost to either district. Monica and I are planning an 

entertaining agenda, with interaction between both groups, while still allowing time for business and other specific items 

for each district.  

We will have a group dinner Friday night at Nonna’s by So Italian 6:30 pm EST. 5020 Cambridge Way, Plainfield, IN  

46168. The conference is only on Saturday (9:00 – 4:00 EDT). Group Breakfast (on your own) Saturday Morning 7:00 

Stacks Pancake House and Grill 6011 Gateway Dr.  Plainfield, IN 46168. Donuts and Coffee will be available at the event 

center on Saturday, available after 8:30.  

  

Register https://mp.gg/ldqdy4bmlt or complete form below and mail (Please print neatly or type)  

Member name #1   Name for badge: _________________  

Club name _____________________________________________District_____________ Zone ___________  

Club office held  __________________________________ District office?   __________________  

Member name #2   Name for badge:  ______ 

Club name: ______________________       Zone ___________  

Club office held  __________________________________ District office?   __________________  

Non-Member Name  Name for badge:    __________ 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION (person submitting registration) email address: ___________________ Phone: _______ 

  

Conference Functions Require a Reservation  Price  Number  Amount  

  

Lunch (per person)  $20.00                ________       ________   
(Baked Stuffed Pork Loin, over Bread Stuffing Mango Chicken, New Red Potatoes   
Cornbread Casserole, Green Beans, Dinner Rolls, Dessert  
Iced Tea-sweet, Iced Tea-unsweet, Lemonade, Spring Water)  

Group Dinner on your own  Attending Y/N ____ How Many ____  

Breakfast on your own  Attending Y/N ____ How Many ___  _  

AMOUNT DUE (Must Accompany This Form)              $_______  

*Deadline Saturday, Oct. 29.   
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REGISTRATION FORM & REMITTANCE 
Must be received by: November 3, 2025 

Indiana South District Registrar 

Attention: Dave Osborne 

1189 Pinewood Drive 

Plainfield, IN  46168 

C (317) 538-4548 dwomedic@gmail.com 

 

 

Hotel Recommendations 

Staybridge Suites Indianapolis-Airport 
6295 Cambridge Way 
Plainfield, IN 46168 
317-839-2700 Code: OPT 
$95 Queen + tax Friday $105 King + tax 
Booking link 

 

  

    Message from Indiana North Governor Jim Smith:  

  
I am a New Castle resident Jim Smith, and I am proud to serve as governor of Indiana North District for this new Optimist 

year - 2025-26. Indiana South governor Monica Wallace and I hope you plan to join us November 8th in Plainfield for a 

joint meeting between our two fine districts.  Until 1986, our state was one large district before Indianapolis was roughly 

the dividing line.  Now, just like 2 years ago, our districts unite for a day at the Richard A. Carlucci Recreation and Aquatic 

Center. Plainfield is a median location in the state, whether you are driving from Elkhart, Evansville, or anywhere in 

between.  Monica and I are planning an entertaining agenda, with interaction between both groups, while still allowing 

time for business and other specific items for each district.    

  

My theme for this year is Kids Up!  Although I plan to bring a couple subtle changes to our district, serving our youth is 

always our priority.  After all, helping kids is why we are Optimists in the first place.  No other service organization has 

the people, means, and enthusiasm to aid youth like Optimists.  With this in mind, please mark November 8th on your 

calendar now to join us in Plainfield with Optimists from all over the state for fellowship, learning, and fun.   
 

  

       Message from Indiana South Governor Monica Wallace:  

  

Hello Fellow Optimists!!  

 

I’m honored to begin serving as your Governor and to work alongside each of you in the year ahead.  Our theme, Ripples 

of Change, reminds us that small, positive actions that are done consistently and together to create waves of impact for 

our youth and our communities.  In the coming months, I look forward to visiting and learning from every club.  I want 

to hear what you see, what’s working, and where you need support.  By sharing ideas, resources, and best practices, we 

can strengthen each other and multiply our results.  This year let us lead with kindness through everyday gestures and look 

at where we can provide random acts of kindness.  Listen closely to the needs in our communities to see if we can help 

close the gaps, partner across clubs to help support each other when possible, and celebrate the small wins that add to big 

changes for our youth.  Thank you for your dedication, your energy, and your unwavering optimism.  Together, our 

Ripples of Change will become waves of hope and opportunity for every young person we serve.  I can’t wait to learn 

from you and to build an even brighter future, one positive step at a time.  
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Optimist International Scholarship Contests 

Optimist International Oratorical Contest  

2025-2026 Topic: “The Moment I Realized I Belonged — My Definition of Community” 

Who: The contest is open to contestants under the age of 19 as of October 1st of the current Optimist International 

contest year (October 1 – September 30) and who have not yet completed secondary school or its equivalent, 

including CEGEP students in Québec, Canada. There is no minimum age.                          

 
Optimist International Essay Contest 
 

Topic for the 2025-2026 school year is: “How My Acts of Service Help Me Understand What My Community 

Means to Me” 

 

 Who: The contest is open to contestants under the age of 19 as of October 1st of the current Optimist International 

contest year (October 1 - September 30) and who have not yet completed secondary school or its equivalent, 

including CEGEP students in Québec, Canada.  There is no minimum age.  Students must enter in the District in 

which they reside.  U.S. students attending school on military installations outside the U.S. are eligible to enter in 

their last home of record. 
 

Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH)  
 

Topic for the 2025-2026 school year is: "The Moment I Realized I Belonged - My Definition of Community" 

 

Who: The contest is open to young people through grade 12 in the United States and Canada, to CEGEP in Québec 

and grade 13 in the Caribbean, who are educated in the United States, Canada or the Caribbean. Students must 

submit the results of an audiogram completed no longer than 24 months prior to the date of the contest by a 

qualified audiologist.  Students must be certified to have an uncorrected hearing loss of 40 decibels or more, 

which must be supported by the audiogram in order to be eligible to compete.  Students with permanent correction 

should compete in the Optimist International Oratorical contest. 
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OWLS Program 
  

OWLS Program Recap: Supporting Schools, Inspiring Optimism  

Optimist International’s OWLS (Optimists Working for Learning Success) program, introduced in 2023, is 

making strides in supporting elementary school-aged students through partnerships with local schools.  The 

initiative provides vital resources such as nutrition, clothing, school supplies, hygiene products, and tutoring 

assistance, fostering academic success and personal growth. 

Key Benefits and Success Stories  

OWLS is already delivering significant benefits. Students gain access to critical resources, increased self-esteem, 

and better academic performance, while clubs deepen community connections and attract new members.  The 

Dor-Wood Optimist Club in Kettering, Ohio, exemplifies success by engaging schools through ongoing 

collaboration, volunteer recruitment, and student recognition programs. 

Steps for Club Participation  

Optimist Clubs can get involved by identifying local school needs, initiating projects, building relationships with 

educators, and sharing their success stories.  By maintaining these connections, clubs ensure continued support 

for their communities. 

OWLS is transforming lives by empowering students and strengthening communities.  With your participation, 

the program will continue to grow and inspire optimism across the globe. 
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Santa Claus Optimist 
 

16 Santa Claus Optimists and friends helped pack lots of meals for hungry kids at the local Feed 

My Starving Children (FMSC.org) event September 30th.  We packed at 2 of the 8 tables and were 

16 of the 75 volunteers at this the 5th local packing session.  This session packed 80+ boxes with 

36 packages of food in each box.  One of our club members (Greg Hemmer) is the overall FMSC 

local packing event chairman.  All the food packed at this local packing event was paid for through 

local donation ($500 from our Optimist Club). 
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Santa Claus Bike Safety Program 

July 2025 
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Terre Haute Breakfast Optimist Club Visual Arts competition 
 

The Terre Haute Breakfast Optimist Club is excited to announce that three winners have emerged 

from the local entries in the 2025 Optimist Visual Arts competition.   John Evans and Owen Davenport 

were the club's driving forces behind the contest.   Please see thr followingpictures showing the 

winning artworks along with a picture of the judging area at the Vigo County Public Library.  

Work has already begun four the 2026 contest. 
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Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

District Contest May 2025 
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Terre Haute Breakfast Optimists 2025 Officer Installation Banquet 

Logan's Steakhouse in Terre Haute, Indiana.  September 24, 2025 
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Evansville Downtown Officer Installation 
 

Another installation of new officers is in the books.  Ken Dennis received the Lifetime 

Achievement Award.  Great Italian food at Milano’s. 
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Georgetown Optimist Club 
 

The Georgetown Optimist Club proudly thanks Coach Lindy Barry, assistants Ryan Curl and Elaine 

Weaver and our Optimist team for a great season and runner up in the Jaguar championship game.  

The girls were gifted goodie bags.  The Optimist Club greatly appreciates the team effort displayed 

by these young ladies, (5) Rowan Weaver, (1) Lexi Curl, (9) Cora Deerr, (3) Kinsley Barry, (2) 

Maggie Pircher, (7) Everly Bernfield. Unavailable for photo, Camilla Achterberg. 
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Greensburg Breakfast Optimist Club 
  

This morning (2025-09-18) at the Optimist meeting, we inducted 2 new members. Welcome Landon 

Martin and Bridgett Smith. Our club knows how to have fun at 6:30 in the morning, come together 

for the good of our community and build each other up!  We meet every Thursday morning at 6:30 

am at The Bread of Life with a wonderful breakfast prepared by Melissa Foist and Jerran Jackson. 
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Terre Haute Breakfast Optimist Club 
 

The Terre Haute Breakfast Optimists welcomed Ray Agan (right) into the club yesterday morning, 

September 4, 2025.  Also pictured are Ray's friend Matt Schalburg and John Evans, Indiana South 

District Zone 4 Lt. Governor.  09-04-2025 
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Plainfield Optimist Club Respect for Law program 
 

On 8-28-2025 we held our respect for law banquet with the Hendricks County Sheriff's Office 

to honor and show gratitude to those who keep our community safe.  We want to acknowledge 

the following awards given out: 

Samuel Chandler-Deputy of the Year 

Luke Cain-Police Officer of the Year 

Thank you to our sheriff’s department for all you do! 
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Clay County Optimist Club 
 

Concludes Annual Clothe A Child Drive 

 

On August 5th, the members of the Clay County Optimist Club conducted the distribution of clothing 

for the annual Clothe A Child Drive.  After months of fundraising and clothing purchases, the 

members had divided up the clothing for each child into personalized clothing baskets and set them 

up in the shelter at the NE corner of Forest Park. The 

distribution on Tuesday, August 5th coincided with the National Night Out events being conducted at 

the Pavilion. 

 

The fundraising kicked off in March and continued through June.  Members of the club, friends of 

Optimism, many businesses, local organizations and some foundations all came together to help the 

Optimist Club meet its $14,500 fundraising goal. 

The plan is to provide clothing for about 100 Clay Community School Children plus an estimated 45 

children that DCS will remove from their homes on an emergency basis. In 2025, The Clay County 

Optimist Club received a $4,500 grant from the Wabash Valley Community Foundation to provide 

funding for the initial year of the DCS Clothe A Child effort. In future years, this funding will need 

to come from the general public donations to maintain the DCS program. 

 

For the school children, the Optimists purchased 2-3 school outfits for each child for distribution at 

Forest Park. These purchases take place during the spring and summer months as sales occur.  

Members Monica Wallace, Amber Parkey, Sandy Hendrich and Cheryl Steurwald lead the effort to 

identify bargains throughout the spring and summer months. They also do most of the work dividing 

up the clothing for each child to receive.  When the big day for the distribution finally arrived, several 

additional Optimists were present at Forest Park to help organize the clothing baskets and to find them 

for the families as they arrived to get the clothing.  Members Dick Boyce, Mark Parkey, John Tribble, 

Steve Lamb and Jim Tribble were among those present to help execute the distribution of clothing. 

 

In parallel to the Clothe A Child program, the Clay County Optimists also conduct two other efforts 

to provide necessities for the children of Clay County.  During July and August, the members work 

with area churches and 

individuals to collect for the Health &amp; Hygiene Drive.  Various area churches collect donations 

from the congregations consisting of soap, tooth paste, combs and brushes, deodorant and other daily 

necessities. These are divided up into packets for the 10-public school nurses to use when emergencies 

arise.  It is still possible to make a donation of goods to the Health & Hygiene Drive by dropping off 

items at the Hamilton Center Office on the east side 

of Brazil on National Avenue. 

 

In September, the Optimists and local churches conduce an “Undie Sunday” collection for the school 

children who need emergency under clothes at school.   Again, donations can be made at any time at 

the Hamilton Center Office on the east side of Brazil. 
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Clay County Optimist Clothe a Child 
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OI Foundation 
 

Dime-A-Day Level is reached by a contribution of $36.50 to the Foundation 

within one Optimist Year and is recognized by the presentation of a pin.  

 

The Diamond Level requires a minimum donation to the Foundation                                                              

of $100 annually and the donor receives a specially designed postcard and thank 

you message from the Foundation President. 

 

Women’s Philanthropy Council (WPC) was formed in 2005 to support the work of the Optimist 

International Foundation.  Members reach out to women as donors and assist in shaping their 

philanthropy.  All donations raised through the giving circle of the WPC will be used to 

underwrite World Oratorical Championship scholarships for young women that win the 

Regional Contest from the US and in the Caribbean.  It is important to note that your 

contribution to OIF designated to support the efforts of the WPC will be counted as a restricted 
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donation and will not be credited to your annual giving or that of your District/Club.  It will 

count towards lifetime giving. 

 

Join the Presidents Club by making an initial unrestricted gift of $250, and 

renew your membrship each year by making an annual $250 contribution.  

When you join, you will receive a prestigious Presidents Club lapel pin.  

Each year at the International Convention, you will be recognized with a 

ribbon for your badge and will be invited to attend a function exclusively 

for members.  

 

Friends of Today make a minimum unrestricted donation of $500 annually to the Foundation.  

Donors will receive a special plaque designed by a local St. Louis artist. 

 

The Christian D. Larson Partners was adopted to recognize donors who contribue a one-time 

$1,000 unrestrcited gift.  *Donors may combine multiple unrestricted gifts in one Optimist 

fiscal year to achieve the $1,000 level.  Partners will receive a plaque presented by the DFR.   

 

To become a member of the William H. Harrison Society, donors must have a life-to-date of 

$10,000 and contribute $1,000 annually to the Foundation.  Members will be invited to attend 

a recognition dinner with the Foundations’ Boards of Directors at the International Convention.  

Members also receive a ribbon noting their Membership in Society to be worn with Convention 

badge. 

OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 

The Optimist International Foundation was established on February 28, 1971.   

The creators envisioned a Foundation that could provide significant funding for OI’s youth and 

service programs and which would be proudly supported by individual Optimists, their Clubs, 

and the community at large.   

 

WHAT OIF DOES FOR CLUBS AND DISTRICTS 

• $5,000 TO EACH DISTRICT FOR THE DISTRICT ORATORICAL CONTEST 

• $2,500 TO EACH DISTRICT FOR THE CCDHH CONTEST 

• $2,500 TO EACH DISTRICT FOR THE DISTRICT ESSAY CONTEST 

• $5,000 FOR THE REGIONAL WORLD ORATORICAL CONTEST WINNERS FOR 

NON-CANADIAN WINNERS 

WHAT OIF DOES FOR CLUBS 

• $15,000 FOR THE WORLD ORATORICAL CHAMPION, $10,000 FOR 2ND PLACE 

AND $5,000 FOR 3RD PLACE FOR NON-CANADIAN WINNERS 
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• $2,500 TO EACH DISTRICT FOR THE DISTRICT ESSAY CONTEST 

• Club Pass Through:   

• If your Optimist Club is seeking grant funds or contributions for funding of your charitable 

community service projects or other charitable, literary or educational programs, you may 

request the assistance of Optimist International Foundation (OIF) as a 501(c)(3) charitable 

organization.  This program is only available in the United States.  Please find the Club 

Pass Through Grant Program guidelines document on the Foundation website at:  

oifoundation.org. 

WHAT OIF DOES FOR OTHER OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL YOUTH PROGRAMS 

• CONTRIBUTES $85,000 TO SUPPORT THE JOI PROGRAM 

• CONTRIBUTES TO THE JUNIOR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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Update Member Information 

 

To ensure each Optimist Member is receiving valuable information from Optimist 
International, encourage each Member to update their contact information with a leader 
in your Club.  This includes addresses, email addresses and phone numbers.  Each leader 
(Club President, Secretary, and/or Treasurer) has a log-in for Optimist Leaders to update 
the Members’ information. 
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The Optimist Club of the Year 

 

The Optimist Club of the Year is the highest achievement an 

Optimist Club can attain in the Optimist organization. The 

recipient of this prestigious award will be chosen regardless of 

number of members, or region and will be known as the “Best 

Overall Club” in Optimist International. 

The Optimist Club of the year award is presented annually to 

the most outstanding Club in the organization based on the 

following criteria: 
 

 Maximum 

Points 

Service projects sponsored by the Club 30 points 

Member Development Programs a year (i.e. PGI Program, Optimist 

International Conventions and Summit, etc.) 

25 points 

Club Growth and Increased Community Awareness Campaigns (i.e. NOW 

Program, Marketing Campaign, etc.) 

25 points 

Increased Volunteer Member Base 10 points 

New Community Efforts 10 points 

Points in each category will be awarded by independent judges based upon community outreach, 

impact on children and Members, new and innovative ideas; and benefits to the individual Club 

Members. 

Interested Clubs are invited to submit information as outlined on the judging form. Clubs can 

submit any materials they chose as the items relate to the specified criteria. 

The Club named Overall Optimist Club of the Year will receive one round-trip airline ticket to the 

Optimist Convention, a banner patch, an award, and a special article in The Optimist magazine and 

on the Optimist website. 

Submissions: Submit the judging form and back up documentation to Leadership@optimist.org . 

In the email subject line include: Club of the Year Judging Form, Club's full name, and Club 

Number. 

 

https://www.optimist.org/documents/club_of_the_year.pdf
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The Southern Exposure is published for all Optimists 

located in the Indiana South District, Optimist 

International.  The editor is Paul R. Grant, 770 N 

County Road 625 E, Avon, IN 46123.  Submissions may 

be sent to p_grant@fastmail.fm and are subject to 

extreme editing. 

Attention ALL Club Presidents 

Presidents of all Clubs in the District serve as members 

of the District Board of Directors.  Make sure to attend 

your Board meeting at every District Conference and at 

the Convention. 

mailto:p_grant@fastmail.fm

